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Advisor:  DG DR Abraham 
Secretariat  PP Joseph Chua : jojo1811@streamyx.com
Editor:   editor@rotarydistrict3310.info 
Publishing:  junejonet@thesilverback.com

Do you have an article to contribute or a sweet deal to share amongst rotarians?
Contact us and keep RODA 3310 lively!

If you have recently completed a Rotary project, please submit 2-3 good photos 
with a 100 word description to editor@rotarydistrict3310.info
with the title of your project in the subject header.
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August is Membership month

Travel Route 3310 - Tanjong Piai

Respecting Ramadan. 
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Rotary’s membership grew by leaps and bounds 
in the early years.  The idea was fresh and new. 
People saw the need for clubs like Rotary, with 
its ideal of service and promotion of high ethical 
standards, as a necessity for a better world. If 
fact we continued to grow at a slower but 
steady rate in the 50’s all the way to the 90s. 
Suddenly from 1997, membership began to 
dip. It quickly became apparent to the RI leaders 
that membership growth is not to be taken for` 
granted. The issue was addressed squarely and 
a defi nite plan was put in place. We have begun 
to see the results of these efforts.            
                                        
The very fi rst pillar of “Effective Clubs” in the 
Club Leadership  Plan, is Membership.Paul 
Harris said “If Rotary ceases to be a responsibility 
and becomes a mere relaxation or pastime, its 
usefulness will cease.”

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP GOALS:
We in our District must give serious attention 
to Membership, both in Recruitment and 
Retention . Many clubs face, either low 
membership in numbers or in some, even 
declining membership. The reasons may be 
many. One of this to me is simple. Members 
just do not think about it. Surprisingly many of 
our members have never introduced even one 
friend to Rotary

It is every Rotarian’s fi rst obligation to Rotary 
and I have reiterated this at many of my talks to 
clubs. Someone introduced you to Rotary, now 
you go forth and do the same. I have some of 
my ideas as how we can do this, which I will 
share with all of you. You must fi rst of all be 
knowledgeable about Rotary. Be able to answer 
the questions that RI President has put to us. 
What is Rotary? What do Rotary Clubs do? 
Next, are you truly convinced that the Guiding 
Principles of Rotary will help make the world a 
better place?

We have looked at the demographics of our 
club’s membership. There are many clubs that 
have less than 20 members. This is certainly 
unacceptable. While we can argue, that a 
club with small numbers can still be effective, 
I say, that if this club had more, it would have 
simply excelled.  More members mean more 
fellowship, more hands and funds for projects.

Our District Goals are for all clubs to have at 
least 20 in 2 years time. I say go for it on one. 
If we set this as our primary goal, especially 
for clubs having less than 20, then I am quite 
confi dent we can achieve it. A good plan is for 
a few clubs to bring in prospective members at 
a joint meeting, where one of our leaders can 
give a Rotary information talk.  Past presidents of 

DG MESSAGE
DISTRICT GOVERNOR
DR K.A. ABRAHAM

Dear Rotarians of District 3310
August is Membership & Extension month.  I would urge all Rotarians 
to focus, this month, on the importance of membership.           

all our clubs, you could be the inspiration. 
You can be the prime mover of increasing 
Rotary information and membership in 
your club.

All Clubs must put a leadership succession 
plan in place. All clubs must also adopt 
the Club Leadership plan, in the next 2 
years. Rotary has already prepared all 
the information materials based on this 
plan, so it is advantageous to follow this 
administrative plan. The District membership 
committee, assistant Governors and I, will 
be giving special help to ‘weak’ clubs.  

Avoid confl ict at all cost. We are 
promoting international understanding 
and peace. Let it begin in our clubs.

As a District, can I suggest that we dedicate 
this August as a month, when we introduce 
new members to our clubs. As RI President 
Ray said “Let us make our clubs “Bigger, 
Better and Bolder”  

Yours in Rotary
DG Dr K.A. Abraham
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EDITORIAL TEAM

Advisor:  DG Dr Abraham
Chairman: PP June Jonet
Publisher: The Silverback
Photo Credits 
  PP June Jonet
Regular Editor : PP Raymon Huang
  PDG Mike Parry 
Contributors: District Secretariat team  
 

Contributors: Pres Dinesh Shanker
  PP Andre Suharto
  Mr William Chong
  PP Charles Chiam
  PP Bella Khor
  Pres Alfred Sii
  Rtn Jimmy Ooi
  PP Ivy Yek
  PP John Tan
  PP Gladys Pang
  PP Dr Ho Loon Shin

Dear fellow rotarians,

August looks like a time of refl ections and heightened sprirituality. The 
month of Ramadan requires our Muslim friends to fast (Puasa) and 
observe good deeds to purify their soul. It is also incidentally the 7th 
month in the chinese calendar, or also known as the Hungry Ghost 
Month. This month’s newsletter takes a closer look at these cultural 
practices - the fast and feasts for the soul.

August is also Membership month. Many clubs take this month to 
look inwards with introspection, and also reach out to potential rotary 
members. With Rtn Dominic’s membership & attendance report, clubs 
are cued in on the health of their club and may take this opportunity to 
do some housekeeping and set individual club goals.

Most clubs have embarked on projects and in this issue, you can read 
recent  activities happening across clubs and across countries in our 
district. There are also many clubs who are on the lookout for project 
partners.  Please do use this opportunity for inter-clubs projects. RODA 
is a district communication tool for you. As Rtn Tay from RC Kulai 
mentioned, the newsletter is also a useful tool for Rotary to connect 
with the local communities. 

Travelogue 3310 this month features Tanjung Piai Nature Park in Johor, 
Malaysia. It is at polar opposites of the article last month on Singapore. 
Instead of the bustle of city life, Tanjung Piai resonates the rich life of 
nature. Watch out for the next issue on Mulu.

Here’s wishing our muslim friends Ramadan Mubarak. By the way, be 
careful when you walk and dont step on joss sticks and burnt papers!

DISTRICT EDITOR 
PP JUNE JONET  
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DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT SECRETARIAT

EVENT  CALENDAR

PP JOSEPH CHUA,  PHYSICAL SECRETARIAT
DISTRICT INFORMATION & ARCHIVES

The following 7 clubs have not sent me their club bannerettes. Please do so 
as soon as possible as I need to display them in the Physical Secretariat. 

Bintulu Central  Singapore North Bintulu
Kota Laksamana Malacca Kuching South
Singapore Centennial Singapore West

PP ERICH SCHNEIDER,  DG VISITs 
UPCOMING DG VISITS IN SEPTEMBER

Thu 2nd:   RC of Sentosa
Mon 6th: RC of Singapore
Mon 13th:  RC of Kota Melaka
Tue 14th:  RC of A’Famosa Malacca 
  & RC of Kota Laksama Malacca
Wed 15th:  RC of Malacca
Wed 22nd:  RC of Bintulu
Thu 23rd:  RC of Bintulu Central
Fri 24th:   RC of Sibu
Sat 25th:  District Rotary Foundation Seminar Kota Kinabalu
Mon 27th:  RC of Queenstown
Tue 28th:  RC of Jurong Town
Thu 30th:  RC of Singapore West

AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS SHINES ON

22 August 2010:
an eye screening clinic will be conducted 
for over 100 residents of the Sunset way 
in Clementi. Supported by  Tan Tock 
Seng Hospital and  Glaucoma Society (S) 
Contact PP Yogesh Chhabra (RC Spore 
East) [mailto:yogi99@singnet.com.sg]

28 August 2010 - 3rd September 2010 
AMD (Aged Macular Degeneration) 
Awareness Week, organsied by Khoo 
Teck Puat Hospital.  

4th September: in conjunction with 
the Installation of the Rotaract Club of 
Singapore Management University, an 
afternnon forum on “EYE CARE-protect 
your eyes” 

Contact: PP Jeffrey, RC SgnGdn-Orchard 
wooson@singnet.com.sg /  64818533

Friday 17th September 2010. 
Visit to RC Pasir Gudang Eye Centre 
Contact PP John Tan ci-p@cipremier.com 
or Tel: +65 6733 2922 OR
PP John Ng ppjohnng@singnet.com.sg 
Tel +65 96378105 

80 YEARS - ROTARY IN MELAKA

R C Malacca Hale St Mary Fund Raising 
at the R C Malacca 80th Anniversary 
Dinner & Dance on

Date: Wed, 8th September 2010
Venue: Renaissance Melaka Hotel, Jalan 
Bendahara, Melaka.
Time: 7.30 pm
Attire: Lounge Suit
Cost Per Pax: RM150/=,  
8 Course Chinese Dinner

Contact Person:PP Charles Chiam 
+60 19 6665 808 or 
charleschiam@gmail.com

INTERACT LEADERSHIP TRAINING

The ILTC Singapore will be held from 
21-22 Aug at the Dairy Farm Adventure 
Camp.  About 100 Interact leaders are ex-
pected to attend this annual event organ-
ised by the Rotary Club of Singapore. 
 
“The Rotary Club of Singapore has been 
running the ILTC for decades and it is only 
natural that as Interact grows, the event 
be opened to all Interact Clubs so that re-
sources are shared.  It is also a great plat-
form for Interact leaders to build up their 
network.I urge all sponsoring clubs in 
common localized territories to emulate 
this and grow the movement.  The district 
team is ever ready to support our Rotary 
Clubs” - District Coordinator Jimmy Ooi, 
Rotary Youth Programmes

SUBMIT NAMES OF DISTRICT GOVERNOR NOMINEE 2
Our district governors for the year
2010-2011: DG Dr Abraham
2011-2012: DGE Hj Zainie
2012-2013: DGN Lee Kong Hwee
2013-2014: Who?

Rotary Clubs in District 3310 are invited to submit names of suitable 
candidates from their Clubs for the post of DGN2 for District Governor 
2013/14.  Please submit names of candidates to PDG Michael Parry 
(Chairman, District Nomination Committee) at  pelangi_67@yahoo.com.   
The closing date is 30th October, 2010.
Look forward to receiving suitable names in due course.’     
From PP Dr Kwok Wai Mun,  District 3310 General Secretary

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 3310
LUCKY DRAW FOR THE 
FIRST 300 REGISTRANTS 

- 3 PRIZES OF 2 NIGHTS STAY 
- 5 PAIRS OF ‘GOLDEN SEATS’ AT THE  
  WELCOME SHOW SIAM NIRAMIT

Contact:   GLADYS PANG
gladys.is.now@gmail.com
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PHOTO GALLERY PHOTO GALLERY

Top to bottom

• Eye Screening for Kg Tan-
buran by RC KK
• Rotaractors handover of 
security hut to the Old Folk’s 
Home in Kinarut 
• SMK Sultan Ibrahim Interac-
tors held an International 
Understading Day
• Recycle project by Rac KK  
• Fellowship with RC Sentosa 
& other rotarians who climbed 
up mount kinabalu 

BLOOD DONATION DRIVE by  RC JB & RC Johor Centennial

Rotary Club of Johor Bahru, Rotary Club of Johor Centennial 
and the Red Cresent Society Johor Bahru Branch joint forces and 
organized a Blood Donation as well as Organ Donation on the 8th 
August 2010. 258 donors signed in for Blood donation and 188 
bags of blood was collected and channeled to the Blood Bank of 
Sultanah Aminah Hospital Johor Bahru. 30 people pledged their or-
gans on that day as well. The event was offi ciated by our Member 
of Parliament Gelang Patah Division YB Tan Ah Eng. 

“... with these blood drives, we ask our community to give some-
thing more precious than money.” Said Dinesh Shanker, President 
of Rotary Club of Johor Centtenial.

RC BINTULU CENTRAL

RC JOHOR CENTENNIAL

& RC JOHOR BAHRU 

MERDEKA BLOOD DONATION  
RC BINTULU CENTRAL
For Bintulu Hospital
 
This is our annual project which 
mostly carried out during festive 
season. It also our annual joint 
project with chinese NGO such 
as Clan Zhang Bintulu & Clan Lu 
(Fan Yang) Bintulu. The annual 
sponsor is Parkcity Mall & New 
World Mart & also from Nestle 
in form of refreshing Milo drink. 

Dining in the Dark (ITE East Interact)
 

The Interact Club of ITE College East, in 
conjunction with the Singapore Associa-
tion of the Visually Handicapped (SAVH), 
held a Dining-in-the-Dark experience for its 
180 guests. SAVH confi rms that this is the 
largest single dining-in-the-dark event ever 
organized in Singapore.

Due to the size of the event, preparations 
started several months before the event. 
Prior to the dinner, a Carnival of the Senses 
was held with the aim of reinforcing the 
message that our eyes are important.
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ROTARY PROGRAMMES
FAMILY OF ROTARY

BY PP DR BELLA KHOR & RTN UTTAM KRIPPALANI

ENVISION WORKING TOGETHER TO SAVE SIGHTS IN SERIAN 
Serian is in Samarahan Division, Sarawak, East Malaysia. It has a total 
population of about 100,000 villagers. About 65% of the population are 
Bidayuhs. The rest are Ibans, Chinese and Malays. 

Subject to further confi rmation on the availability of the medical team, we are targeting dates 
between November and early December 2010. 

Invitation for participation:
Rotary club of Kuching Central is seeking funding from project partners as well from interested 
Rotary Clubs who wish to participate in this project. The estimated project cost is RM74,500. 
Contact: PP Andre Suharto at andresuharto@yahoo.com or mobile +60-12-8895889.

PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

CONNECT THROUGH PROJECTS

CHARITY KITES - LONGHOUSE FIRE AWARENESS FUND RAISING
Rotary club of Bintulu
Date  :      September 2010 - Flying kites date
Purpose :  To raise fund for funding atleast 100 row of longhouse fi re 
extinguisher through kite festival.

We would like to invite all to participate. The cost of 1 set of Train kite cost 
RM600.00 (RM 500.00 will go to Fire Awareness campaign).
Contact:     Winston Lu at luhling@yahoo.com or Ivy Yek at ivyyek@yahoo.com 

DISASTER RELIEF - PAKISTAN FLOODING
Pakistan fl ood disaster that has affected more than 10 million 
people. DG Dr Abraham has approved an initial donation of 
RM10,000 from our RI District 3310. DG and I are appealing to 
all clubs to donate generously to this worthy effort. 

Clubs and individuals can send their donations to:
1. CIMB Bank account in Johore Branch (Taman Pelangi branch) under the name ROTARY 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 3310 with account no: 01025002043052. or
2. May Bank, Textile Centre branch, in Singapore, Account no: 20015188602
Account Name:ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 3310
Please send proof of remittance to district treasurer Jayapal or to PP Dr Ho.

With the donations, we will work with other international NGO like Mercy Malaysia and Red 
Cross to reach out directly to the affected fl ood victims. Thank you very much.

- PP Dr Ho Loon Shin
District Disaster Relief Committee Chair

LOOKING FOR PROJECT PARTNERS

OBJECTIVES OF FAMILY OF ROTARY

1. To create a family atmosphere to enhance personal relationships among members. 
A closely knit Rotary Club is more likely to be an effective club

2. The District Family of Rotary Committee will provide information and support for Rotary clubs in 
their efforts to pursue their Objective of Rotary. i. To encourage the development of acquaintances. 
ii. Enhances the opportunity to do service to communities.

3. Friendship is the foundation, the rock on which Rotary service was built. 

4. Clubs are encouraged to care for Rotarians and members of extended family
especially to Rotarian spouses and children. 

5.The Family of Rotary concept also extends to our partners in service to:
 1. The Interact Clubs: 2. The Rotaract Clubs: 3. The Rotary Community Corps.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Establish a Family of Rotary committee in your club to assist with club projects and activities in support of 
club members and non-Rotarian members of the extended Rotary family. 

Here is the list of suggestion that clubs can use: 
1. Conduct formal orientation and training for new members
2. Welcome and include non-Rotarian family members (e.g. spouses, adult children, or
    widows or widowers) into the Family of Rotary through service and fellowship activities to
    promote club well-being.
3. Establish a system to follow up with club members who have missed recent meetings to
    schedule a make-up meeting.
4. Invite members to bring their partners and/or children to a club meeting or club event on
    at least fi ve occasions. Encourage them to participate in service projects.
5. Hold a series of fi ve club meetings at the work-place of newer members.
6. Send a gift subscription of The Rotarian or a regional magazine to the partner of
    deceased club member.
7. During Family Week, recognize the importance of Rotarians’ families and their
    contribution to your club’s success.
8. Ask members who have joined within the last three years to lead a service project or
    appoint them to a committee so that they become actively involved in the club.
9. Visit sick Rotarians in their homes and ensure that any needs are met.
10. Promote diversity of membership in the club
11. Re-connect with people who have benefi ted from Rotary in the past: Scholarship
      recipients, short or long-term exchange students, Camp Royal participants, contest winners,
      service project participants, and anyone who has been touched by the club in the past.
12. Maintain relationships with the family of deceased Rotarians and spouses and
      encourage them to continue their involvement in Rotary.
13. Find ways to honor or memorialize Rotary Club members in the community.

PP BELLA KHOR & RTN UTTAM KRIPPALANI
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SPEAKING ROTARY

Who are we, really? Rotarians, of course. 
Generally, yes. Collectively, yes. Individually? 
Many positively “yes”; Some, “maybe”. But 
why? Well, we have all heard the term “RINO” 
used in Rotary - meaning or implying that some 
of us are “Rotarians In Name Only”. A mean 
thing to say? Well, again “yes” and “no”.

Question upon question - perhaps not 
something to put in the District Governor’s 
newsletter. Why not? It is always a good thing 
to be able to stand up and be counted. It is 
always a good thing to look at it straight in the 
eye and give a straight answer. Remember the 
fi rst question in the famous Four-Way Test - “Is 
it the Truth?”

In our case, most of us know we are Rotarians. 
The question is that as tru-blue Rotarians, do we 
put into practice what we were told and given 
when we were fi rst inducted into Rotary - the 
basic tenets of our movement, like “The Object 
of Rotary”, “The Four-Way Test”, and lately, 
“the Guide to Daily Living”. Most of us do that, 
I suppose, with different degrees of honesty and 
effectiveness. In this, we look upon our peers to 
lead the way. We ourselves will need to set the 
example, each in our different way.

Ever since its founding in 1905, Rotary has 
proved itself to be a force of good, beneftting 
countless people around the globe all these 
years. The deeds of selfl essness and unselfi sh 
effort will continue. They must. It is a fact, 
however, that no matter how much we do, it is 
never enough. The rainbow is always ahead of 
us. But we perservere and persist.

That is why it is so necessary that in order to 
be able to maintain our momentum, we need 
to ensure that as a sustained force of good, 
we have to continue recruiting and retaining 
members who are committed. That is the reason 
why this August month is designated by Rotary 

International as “Membership and Extension 
Month”, during which Rotary clubs the world 
over, are urged to focus on the need for 
growth, to seek new members, to consolidate, 
to develop newly recruited Rotarians, and to 
strengthen the force of Rotary even more. This 
collective effort needs our concerted collective 
commitment. 

No guarantee, of course, that new members will 
be what is expected of them. That is the truth 
of the matter. Many will do very well; some will 
falter; yet others will fall by the wayside. That is 
the nature of things.

It is always useful and sometimes surprising, to 
have a continuing exercise of self- assessment 
and self evaluation, as Rotarians. Simple 
questions such as “Who am I, really?” or “Have 
I done enough?”, or “How can I do more?” can 
be so self revealing. Such questions can help us 
to fi nd better direction, improve effort, and 
generally to become better Rotarians.

Many of us, particularly the older Rotarians, 
will remembermer the sage looking, white- 
beardedPDG Mustafa Ma from Malaysia when, 
at one of the District Conferences in a keynote 
address, he said, “To me, RINO means Rotary 
Is Number One!” Well said. Touche! Let us all 
banish that commonly perceived interpretation. 
This way, we will more than succeed in our 
effort to help “Buid Communities and Bridge 
Continents”. This way, we will be able to 
answer, with conviction and commitment, the 
intiguing question “Who Are We, Really?”

The well known Indian philosopher Vivekananda 
once pointed out, “Get up and set your shoulder 
to the wheel - how long is this life for you? As 
you have come into this world, leave some mark 
behind. Otherwise, where is the difference 
between you and the trees and stones...” He 
had in mind, I am sure, the Rotary Wheel.

FROM THE DESK OF 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF  GOVERNERS  DISTRICT 3310
 
The month of August, is Membership and Extension Month, so presidents should try to see that 
the meeting is Enjoyable and Professional for the month. Appoint Greeters to welcome members, 
guests and potential members. Do try to bring in members of quality and educate your members 
about ROTARY.

With the growth of membership we can fulfi ll what Confucius said “Many Hands make Light 
work” – incidentally was he the fi rst electrician ! When looking for members make sure you 
follow the Classifi cation system. Do update the classifi cation system. I like what somebody once 
said, “there are three things that make a man, fi rstly, hard work, secondly, sincerity and third 
commitment”. Presidents can remember this while in offi ce as well as in selection of members. 
Remember the motto of Rotary is “Service above Self”. Whilst some think that “Service for Selfs” 
is the motto – that is for the Cafeteria System. A Rotary Club is a service club and we Rotarians 
provide service above self.

Franklin Roosevelt said “People acting as a Group, can accomplish things which an Individual 
acting alone could never hope to bring about”. I wish you success in your task of getting new 
members for your club. The District Governor has mentioned in his newsletter that there will be 
seminars for Membership Development and Extension. Do try to get your members to attend these 
seminars.

PDG Michael Parry
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DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP SEMINAR 

August 21: (Johor, Melaka), 
Garden Hotel, Batu Pahat. 
Organized by RC Batu Pahat. 
Contact PP Christina Chin: 
+60 19 757 0155, mlchrist@tm.net.my
 
August 28: (Singapore) 
Tanglin Club, Singapore. 
Organized by RC Queenstown. 
Contact PP Ravi Velu: +65 9738 2031, 
ravivelu@singnet.com.sg

District Membership Chairman
PP Michael Yee, yfyee@singnet.com.sg

WALK THE TALK

WISE WORDS FROM COG CHAIRMAN PP RAYMON HUANG - WHO ARE WE REALLY?

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP & 
ROTARY FOUNDATION SEMINAR  
September 25:  (Sabah, Labuan FT, Brunei 
Darussalam) Organized by all 7 Kota Kinabalu 
clubs, led by RC Tanjung Aru. Contact PP 
Brenndon Keith Soh: +60 16 830 9138, 
brendonsoh@gmail.com
 
September  TBC (Sarawak), Kuch-
ing. Organized by RC Kuching. Contact 
PP Dr John Chan: +60 16 863 0536, 
johnchan@chemsain.com
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COFFEE TALK

FACTS ON RAMADAN

THE ORIGINS
The name “Ramadan” had been the name of 
the ninth month in Arabian culture long before 
the arrival of Islam; the word itself derived from 
an Arabic root rmd, denoting intense heat. In 
the Qur’an, God proclaims that “fasting has 
been written down (as obligatory) upon you, 
as it was upon those before you”. According 
to the earliest hadith, this refers to the Jewish 
practice of fasting on Yom Kippur.
 
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE FAST?
During Ramadan, Muslims ask forgiveness 
for past sins, pray for guidance and help in 
refraining from everyday evils, and try to purify 
themselves through self-restraint and good 
deeds.

WHAT DOES THE FAST ENTAIL?
The fast is from dawn to sunset each day of 
Ramadan. The fast involves refraining from 
food, drink, and (for married people) sexual 
relations during the daylight hours.

WHO HAS TO FAST?
The fast is obligatory on all adult Muslims. 
Those exempted are  the mentally handicapped 
or insane, People who are ill (if it would 

further damage their health), Women who 
are pregnant or nursing, as well, women who 
are having their menstrual period or who 
are experiencing post-partum bleeding (the 
combination of blood loss and fasting could 
damage their health). Children who have not 
yet reached puberty are not required to fast. 
However, it is good for them to practice, and 
for this reason many Muslim children do fast 
starting from age seven or nine. 

A doctor should be consulted about how much 
fasting is safe for a growing child. People who 
are traveling may also break their fast if they 
feel that keeping it would harm them; as well, 
soldiers on guard duty for whom maximum 
readiness is a must may break their fast. In all 
cases of illness or fear of illness, the missed 
days need to be made up later.

DOES THE MONTH OF RAMADAN 
COMMEMORATE ANYTHING?
The month of Ramadan is when the first verses 
of the Quran were revealed. (The entire Quran 
was revealed over a period of about 23 years) 
as well as the month in which the Annunciation 
of the birth of Jesus (Isa) to the Virgin Mary 
(Mariam)  took place.

REFLECTIONS OF RAMADAN

ARE THERE ANY OTHER OBSERVANCES OR 
CUSTOMS ATTACHED TO RAMADAN?
The Muslim world has an almost staggering 
diversity of cultures and each Muslim country 
may have its own customs and rites associated 
with Ramadan. Some customs that are observed 
by most Muslims include the following:

• Recitation of the entire Quran, in remembrance 
of the Prophet Muhammad 
• Observance of special night vigil prayers in 
the late evening or night called tarawih
• The fast is broken each evening with a meal 
called “iftar” (meaning “breaking the fast”), 
and the last meal in the morning before dawn 
is called “suhur” (meaning “morning meal”). 
• Giving of Zakat (form of tithes) and performing 
other charitable acts

In Muslim countries it is quite common to eat 
communally at Iftar and Sahur
 
WHY DOES RAMADAN MOVE EARLIER 
EVERY YEAR, AND WHY ARE THE DATES 
PREDICTED AND NOT SET?
Unlike the gregorian calendar, the muslim 
calendar is lunar based, As compared to the 
solar calendar, the dates of Ramadan vary, 
moving backwards about eleven days each 
year depending on the moon.  

The dates of the start and end of Ramadan are 
also “predicted” and are confirmed by actual 
sighting of the moon.

Singapore adopts a “pre-calculated” Islamic 
Calendar based on astronomical calculation. 
Brunei, Malaysia and Indonesia on the other 
hand, confirms actual moon sightings. At the 
beginning and at the end of the Ramadan, the 
Sultan or leader of the state will inform and 
decree the beginning and end of Ramadan 
over the local medias.  

WHAT’S EID AL-FITR?
The name Eid al-Fitr means “feast of the fast-
breaking”. Locally, it is known by its Malay 
name “Hari Raya Puasa”which translates to 
Celebration after the Fast. It marks the end of 
the fasting month.

Reference:
http://www.muhajabah.com/ramadan-faq.htm
http://www.zikr.co.uk/books/Ramadhan.html
http://www.bt.com.bn/art-culture/2010/08/09/
sighting-new-ramadhan-moon-brunei

Photos: Gavin G © Moon sightings at Bukit Lumut, Belait. Mosque in Brunei © TheSilverback

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic 
calendar. It is the Islamic month of fasting, in which 
participating Muslims refrain from eating, drinking 
and sexual activities from dawn until sunset. Fasting 
is intended to teach Muslims about patience, 
humility, and spirituality. 

During Ramadan, Muslims ask forgiveness for past 
sins, pray for guidance and help in refraining from 
everyday evils, and try to purify themselves through 
self-restraint and good deeds.
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COFFEE TALK

HUNGRY GHOST FESTIVAL, SUPERSTITIONS & GETAI

The Hungry Ghost Festival is a traditional 
Chinese festival and holiday celebrated by 
Chinese in many countries. In the Chinese 
calendar (a lunisolar calendar), the Ghost 
Festival is on the 15th night of the seventh 
lunar month putting it as 24 August this year.

In Chinese tradition, the seventh month in 
general is regarded as the Ghost Month, in 
which ghosts and spirits, including those of the 
deceased ancestors, come out from the lower 
realm.  During Ghost month, the deceased 
are believed to visit the living whereas during 
QingMing Festival (April) the living pay homage 
to the dead.

On the fifteenth day the realms of Heaven and 
Hell and the realm of the living are open and 
both Taoists and Buddhists would perform 
rituals to transmute and absolve the sufferings 
of the deceased. Intrinsic to the Ghost Month is 
ancestor worship, where traditionally the filial 
piety of descendants extends to their ancestors 
even after their deaths. Activities during the 
month would include preparing ritualistic food 
offerings, burning incense, and burning joss 
paper, a papier-mache form of material items 
such as clothes, gold and other fine goods for 

the visiting spirits of the ancestors. Elaborate 
meals (often vegetarian meals) would be served 
with empty seats for each of the deceased in 
the family treating the deceased as if they 
are still living. Other festivities may include, 
buying and releasing miniature paper boats 
and lanterns on water, which signifies giving 
directions to the lost ghosts and spirits of the 
ancestors and other deities.

UNDERWORLD MONEY
In Chinese mythology, the name of hell does 
not carry a negative connotation. The hell they 
refer to is Di Yu (“underground hold/court”). 
Diyu is where the souls of the dead are first 
judged by the Lord of the Underworld (Yan 
Wang) 

A popular story says that the word hell was 
introduced to China by Christian missionaries, 
who preached that all non-Christian Chinese 
people would “go to hell” when they die, and 
through a case of misinterpretation, it was 
believed that the word “Hell” was the proper 
English term for the Chinese afterlife, and 
hence the word was adopted.

THE WANDERING SOULS ARE HUNGRY

On every bill, it features an image of the Jade 
Emperor, the presiding monarch of heaven in 
Taoism and his Western signature (Yu Wong, 
or Yuk Wong) countersigned by Yanluo, King 
of Hell (Yen Loo). On the back of each bill, it 
features a portrait of the bank of Hell.

Contemporary varieties of Joss paper include 
Hell Bank Notes, paper credit cards, checks, 
as well as papier-mâché clothes, houses, cars, 
toiletries, and servants. 

SUPERSTITIONS & PANTANGS (TABOO)
There are many superstitions and taboos 
surrounding the Hungry Ghost Festival. 

During the 7th month of the Chinese calendar 
children are advised to be home before dark, 
and not to wander the streets at night for 
fear a ghost might possess them. Swimming 
is thought to be dangerous as well, as spirits 
are believed to have drowned people. People 
will generally avoid driving at night, for fear of 
a “collision”, or spiritual offence, which is any 
event leading to illness or misfortune.

While “ghost” is a commonly used term 
throughout the year, many people use the 
phrase “backdoor god” or “good brother” 

instead during the 7th month, so as not to anger 
the ghosts. Another thing to avoid is sampling 
any of the food placed on the offering table, as 
doing this can result in “mysterious illness”. 

GETAI SHOW
Any person attending a show at indoor 
entertainment venues (Getais) will notice the 
first row of chairs is left empty. These seats are 
reserved for the spirits, and it is considered bad 
form to sit in them. After an offering has been 
burnt for the spirits, stepping on or near the 
burnt area should be avoided, as it is considered 
an “opening” to the spirit world and touching 
it may cause the person to be possessed.

A Getai is a usually boisterous live stage 
performance held during the Ghost Festival 
commonly held in Singapore & Malaysia, in 
contrast to the generally solemn mood of the 
festival. 

Reference:
http://www.chinese-culture.net/html/hungry_ghost_
festival.html
http://www.yoursingapore.com/content/traveller/en/
browse/whats-on/festivals-and-events/hungry-ghost-
festival.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungry_Ghost_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hell_bank_note

Photos: Joss paper money, Chinese Opera performance
Getai shows with front row seats for the special visitors
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Tanjung Piai is also known as “The Southernmost Tip 
of Mainland Asia”. (Note: Singapore is technically 
an island and is separated from Mainland Asia via 
the Johor Straits) The skyline of Singapore is visible 
across the Johor Strait from the point. It features 
seafood restaurants, perched on wooden jetties 
that are surrounded by a rugged and rarefi ed 
coastline of unspoiled mangrove forests.

COFFEE TALK

TRAVELOGUE 3310 - TANJONG PIAI

COFFEE TALK

THE SOUTHMOST POINT OF MAINLAND ASIA

TANJUNG PIAI, JOHOR, MALAYSIA
Tanjung Piai is named after a fern locally known 
as ‘Paku Piai’. It is a type of fern that can live in 
saline conditions. Tanjung Piai is also home to many 
species of mangrove plants and species of animals.

Before becoming a national park – it was part of 
Sg Pulai Mangrove Forest Reserve under Forestry 
Department. In 2002, the park is open to the public. 
The park was declared a Ramsar Site on 31 Jan 
2003. Finally, it was gazetted as a Johor National 
Park on 26 Feb 2004.

he mangroves of Tanjung Piai have been conserved 
in the past for the protection of the shoreline, as the 
immediate hinterlands are all cultivated farmlands. 
Bunds were created along the west and east coasts 
of Tanjung Piai to protect farmlands from being 
inundated by salt waters. The Tanjung Piai State 
Park is home to about 20 ‘true’ mangrove plant 
species as well as 9 more mangrove-associated 
species, which demonstrates high species diversity 
in such a small area.

Photo taken by PP June Jonet (Sunset, and 
waves softly crashing in to the mangroves

Opposite: Photos © Johor National Parks 
Corporation (JNPC)

How to get there
From Kuala Lumpur/North. Take the North-South Highway and exit at Simpang Renggam (after 
Machap). Head for Pontian/Benut and follow the sign boards to Tanjung Piai.
From Johor Bahru. Take the Jalan Skudai Highway and Head for Pontian/Pontian Kecil. At Pekan 
Nenas, turn left at Sri Bunjan, follow the rural road and take the right turn at Jalan Tenggayun. 
Thereafter, follow the signage for Tanjung Piai.

For more information go to
http://www.tourmalaysia.com/2010/03/10/tanjung-piai-southernmost-tip-of-mainland-asia/
http://johorparks.com.my/the-parks/tanjung-piai

Above: Photos taken at Tanjong Piai & the certifi cate I received for completing the guided tour.


